The Eastern Question

In July the "Young Turk" Revolution broke out and this
was the end of Macedonian reforms.

3.    THE "YOUNG  TURK" REVOLUTION
IN 1891 a. Committee of Turks had been formed at Geneva.
It was known as the "Committee of Union and Progress"
and its object was the regeneration of Turkey on Western
lines.    From Geneva it moved to Paris and in 1906 its head-
quarters were established at Salortica, where it received the
support of the Jewish Freemasons and appealed to the more
progressively minded amongst the younger army officers.
Its activities were not directed against thp person of the Sultan
Abdul Hamid so much as against the Hamidian Regime, and
the incessant foreign intervention in Turkish affairs.   This
interference on the part of the European Great Powers first
began, ironically, when one of the most illustrious of Turkish
Sovereigns, the Sultan Solyman the Magnificent granted what
are known as the "Capitulations" to Francois I, King of
France, in 1535.    These began as privileges conceded freely
to French and Catalan merchants, but as the decay of the
Empire proceeded these French and Catalan privileges became
general demands and ended by being rights enjoyed by every
foreign Power in Turkey.   These capitulations are so bound
up with the history of the Powers* relations with Turkey it
is thought as well to enunciate them.   Up till the autumn
of 1914 when the Capitulations were repudiated by Turkey,
these "rights" included :   Liberty of conscience for all for-
eigners or "protected persons" ;   special customs regulations
in their favour ;   Consuls' right of jurisdiction over their
own Nationals ;   Turkish Police were forbidden to interfere
with foreigners without the authorisation and assistance of
their respective Consuls;   a French Protectorate existed over
the Holy Places in Palestine and over all Catholics of every
nationality, just as Russia claimed protection of all Turkish
subjects who were members of the Orthodox Greek Church ;
no tax might be imposed on foreigners without the consent
of their governments ;    no monopoly established because
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